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NOAA'’s Environmental Data Management Committee

TERMS OF REFERENCE

A. Purpose

The Environmental Data Management Committee (EDMC) coordinates the development of
NOAA’s environmental data management strategy, and policy, and provides guidance to
promote consistent implementation across NOAA, on behalf of the NOSC and CIO Council.
Environmental data management is an end-to-end process that includes acquisition, quality
control, validation, reprocessing, storage, retrieval, dissemination, and long-term preservation
activities. The goal of the EDMC is to enable NOAA to maximize the value of its environmental
data assets through sound and coordinated data management practices.

B. Membership

1.

2.

Chair and Deputy Chair: The Chair and Deputy Chair positions shall be designated by
the NOSC and the NOAA CIO Council.

Executive Secretariat and Contact Person: Technology, Planning and Integration Office
(TPIO) Staff

Principal and Alternates: One Principal (voting) and one Alternate member shall be
designated by each NOAA Line Office and the Office of Marine and Aviation Operations.
Additionally, the NOAA Chief Enterprise Architect and the NOAA Data Management
Architect will serve as Principal members.

Advisory Members: Advisory members (e.g., ex officio, subject matter experts, etc)
may be appointed as needed at the discretion of the Chair.

C. Roles and Responsibilities

1.

Advise the NOSC and CIO Council on matters pertaining to the efficacy of the full
lifecycle of NOAA’s environmental data management activities.

Guide the development and implementation of NOAA’s environmental data architecture
Identify and recommend opportunities to enhance the value of the NOAA’s
environmental data assets

Communicate and advocate best practices for environmental data management across
NOAA

Validate NOAA's environmental data management requirements with various
stakeholders and customers (e.g. NOAA Science Advisory Board) as appropriate

Report to the NOSC and CIO Council and provide recommendations as appropriate
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D. Working Groups: The Committee may form Working Groups to achieve specific tasks. Such
Working Groups may include persons who are not members of the EDMC. The EDMC may
terminate Working Groups at any time. An example of a Working Group is NOAA’s Data
Management Integration Team (DMIT).

E. Meeting Frequency: Meetings will be held at least quarterly, or more frequently at the
discretion of the Chair

F. Decision Making Process

Decisions will be reached by informed consensus. The Chair will strive for consensus on every
issue, but maintains 51% of the vote. Therefore the Chair makes the final decision when
consensus is not achieved.



